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What is Conservation Reserves

Conservation reserves and community reserves in India are terms denoting protected
areas of India which typically act as buffer zones to or connectors and migration
corridors between established national parks, wildlife sanctuaries and reserved and
protected forests of India. Such areas are designated as conservation areas if they
are uninhabited and completely owned by the Government of India but used for
subsistence by communities and community areas if part of the lands are privately
owned.

These protected area categories were first introduced in the Wildlife (Protection)
Amendment Act of 2002 - the amendment to the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972. These
categories were added because of reduced protection in and around existing or
proposed protected areas due to private ownership of land, and land use.

What is Marine Protected Areas

A marine protected area (MPA) is essentially a space in the ocean where human
activities are more strictly regulated than the surrounding waters - similar to parks we
have on land. These places are given special protections for natural or historic marine
resources by local, state, territorial, native, regional, or national authorities.
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